Revised Benzene Safety Standard?

As reported December 3, 2004 issue of Science, workers exposed to low levels of benzene (< 1ppm) experienced decreased counts for nearly all types of white blood cells and platelets.  Myeloid stem cells also declined and were shown to be even more sensitive to increasing benzene exposure than mature cells. Evidence suggests that genetic variants in benzene metabolizing enzymes may account for differences in workers’ susceptibility to exposure.  Currently, the OSHA standard for benzene air exposure is 1 ppm averaged over 8 hrs but this study suggests that the benzene exposure standard should be lowered.  
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